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Keyboard Festival Guidelines
2017-2018
Objectives of Keyboard Festivals

1.
To encourage a more meaningful relationship with the Lord through experiences with church music and to challenge pianists and organists to share their faith through music

2.
To strengthen three areas of concern:

A.
Playing for congregational singing

B. Playing for preludes, offertories, meditations, and postludes

C. Developing accompanying abilities

3.
To encourage participation of children, youth and adults, including those now serving as church accompanists

4.
To promote interest in church music (especially in the beginning student)

5.
To train church musicians

6.
To encourage study of hymns

7.   To provide an opportunity for hymn playing experience and the development of keyboard skills

8.   To promote growth by providing a goal or incentive toward which to work, challenging to improve the quality of playing and going on to greater progress

9.   Please note that the State Piano Festival is open only to participants who are active members of a Southern Baptist church cooperating with Louisiana Baptists.

Suggestions for Parents and Teachers

Parents, teachers and friends are invited to attend the festivals.

They are “the congregation” for hymn singing (in divisions where playing a hymn following a director is required).

Each participant must attend the festival where he/she is registered, but may register for a festival other than the one nearest his/her place of residence.

Entry Procedure

1.
A REGISTRATION FEE of $10.00 per participant MUST accompany the entry form.  Entry form and registration fee(s) must be mailed to the Festival Coordinator by festival registration deadline.  Coordinator’s name and address is on the entry form.
Please DO NOT send cash.   Send  a check or money order in the amount of all registration fees, one check per teacher.  Make checks payable to: the association that is listed on Entry Form.  Registration fee(s) are non-refundable.
2.
All participants MUST BE registered through the area association by the registration deadline.  No registrations will be accepted after the deadline or at the festival location.  Please note:  Names CANNOT BE SUBSTITUTED on Entry Forms after they have been received.  A $10.00 registration fee must be paid for each additional entry.
3.
The entry form should be printed in a legible handwriting with COMPLETE information!
A.  Participants must be listed in alphabetical order (last name first) by division, 
       beginning with Division I.               
B. Specify full name of church participant attends and city in which church is located.

C. Specify which division entering and number of steps attempting.

D. Specify whether a teacher or sponsor.  A Music Director, Church Pianist or Pastor, etc. from participant’s church may sponsor a participant when not being entered by a teacher or if not presently studying privately with a teacher.

E. Specify school grade (when applicable) for all participants entering Division IV, V or VI.  (Specify whether adult or college students.)
4.  A participant may enter ONLY ONE division per festival.  The division should not be changed after it has been received by the Festival Coordinator. 

Please Supply All Requested Information

Teachers:  Please place ALL entries on ONE form per festival and use additional forms ONLY as needed.  Entry form may be duplicated as needed.
General Information for Teachers
No memory work is required, except in Division VI.  If a student has a hymn arrangement or hymn memorized, a copy must be provided for the judge.

*The 1975 Baptist Hymnal, Simplified Piano Edition, is no longer available for purchase.  The 1991 New Simplified Piano Edition (O-7673-2161-8) may be purchased from a LifeWay Christian Store OR by placing an order on line:

A. Lifeway Customer Service Department
1-800-458-2772
B. www.LifeWay.com
+Hymn arrangements MUST BE from a published keyboard collection or may be either original or a transcription.  If it is an original arrangement, it must be written out in order to provide a copy for the judge.  Playing from memory is not required, although it is encouraged.

++For hymn arrangements provide music for the judges with each measure numbered consecutively, beginning with measure 1.  NO COPIED MUSIC, please, unless permission is granted by the publisher.  “Used by Permission” must be printed on the copy
Judges for the festival will be secured by the Festival Coordinator and will be piano teachers, organ teachers, church organists, church pianists, and Ministers of Music who are familiar with and who understand the objectives of the keyboard festivals.

SUGGESTED RESOURCES

Piano collections of hymn arrangements, Broadman Press, Van Ness Press, Inc., McKinney Music, Inc., Church Street Press, Genevox,   Convention Press and LifeWay may be purchased from a LifeWay Christian Store or through Lifeway Music Sales: www.LifeWay.com or LifeWay Customer Service Department, 1-800-458-2772
Pedalpoint may be ordered on the Dated Church Literature Form from LifeWay Christian Resources of the Southern Baptist Convention, Nashville, TN.

SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS

A participant may participate in Division I, II or III more than one year even if a Superior rating is received.  Make certain a participant is ready for advancement.

The hymn arrangement presented in Division III, IV, V or VI should be at the participant’s level of proficiency.

Make sure the student is aware of the mood, style, phrasing, dynamics, and proper pedaling of the presentation.

Students should not take repeats.

Plan to have students participating in the same division present selections from the same hymn arrangement collection.  Each student will have his/her own published collection.  As one student is playing, another student will have available for use by the judges a published copy of the same collection.

If a student is playing from a collection, please identify with a paper clip the selection to be played.

Questions concerning the Keyboard Festivals may be answered by contacting the Festival Coordinator. 

Guidelines For Piano—Division I, II, III

A student will enter only one of the following divisions at a particular festival. 

DIVISION I

The participant will play a simplified arrangement of a hymn.  This is to allow the beginning student to participate.  A student may enter for two or three successive years, using a different selection each year.



Each year:  Simplified Hymn Arrangement

Suggested Performance Time: 1 minute or less

DIVISION II

1.   The participant will play one hymn as written in the Simplified Piano Edition of the Baptist Hymnal* or play a hymn as written in the hymnal, pedal optional.

2.   Play an arrangement+ of a hymn suitable for Prelude or Offertory.++
A student may enter this division as follows:




First year:
Division II, Step No. 1




Second year:
Division II, Step Nos. 1 & 2

A student may complete Division II (Steps 1 & 2) the first year.     

Suggested Performance Time:  3 minutes or less  

DIVISION III

1.
The participant will play a hymn as written in the hymnal with pedal.

2.
Play an arrangement+ of a hymn suitable for Prelude or Offertory.++

3.   Play a second hymn, WITH an appropriate introduction, with pedal, and add harmonies and fill-ins ** appropriate to character of hymn, as though playing for congregational singing.

**Examples of fill-ins:

1. Playing bass notes in octaves and chords in left hand

2. Using chord inversions at ends of phrases

A student may enter this division as follows:



First Year: 
 Division III, Step No. 1 or Step Nos. 1 & 2



Second Year:
 Division III, Step Nos. 1, 2 & 3

A student may complete Division III, Step Nos. 1, 2 & 3 the first year.    

Suggested Performance Time:  5 minutes or less
*, +, ++  (See suggestions on page 3)
Guidelines for Piano—Division IV
NOTE:  TO PARTICIPATE IN THESE NEXT 2 DIVISIONS, a student MUST be 

in the 9th, 10th, 11th or 12th Grade.

DIVISION IV

1.
The participant will play a hymn for congregational singing, following a director, using  an appropriate introduction and additions.  This hymn MUST be taken from Baptist Hymnal (2008, 1991, 1975, or 1956 Edition).  These additions and fill-ins must be more advanced than in Division III.  Examples:

A. Octave runs

B. Passing tones

C. Four-note chord in right hand, possibly played up an octave

(A suggested resource:  Ad Lib by Gail Smith, Sacred Keyboard, P. O. Box 9583, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33310)

2.
Sight-read a hymn to be selected by the judges.

3.
Play an arrangement+ of a hymn suitable for Prelude or Offertory.++


A Proficiency Seal will be affixed to the certificate for a Superior rating in No. 2 above.  Participants seeking this seal will be graded on a 1-6 scale rating.  He will be heard by two judges and must earn a total of 10 points from the judges to merit a Superior.

A student may enter this division as follows:


First year:
Division IV, Step Nos. 1 & 3


Second year:
Division IV, Step Nos. 1, 2 & 3

NOTE:  A student may complete Division IV (all three steps) the first year.

NOTE:  The judge may request that the participant begin playing a second verse on Step 1.

NOTE:  A student MUST ATTAIN a Superior rating on all 3 steps to complete this division 

              BEFORE entering Division V.

Suggested Total Performance Time:  10 minutes or less

+, ++ (See suggestions on page 3)
Guidelines for Piano—Division V
NOTE:  TO PARTICIPATE IN THESE NEXT 2 DIVISIONS, a student MUST be

in the 9th, 10th, 11th or 12th Grade.

DIVISION V

1.
The participant will play a hymn for congregational singing, following a director, using an appropriate introduction and additions.  This hymn MUST be taken from a Baptist Hymnal (2008, 1991, 1975, or 1956 Edition).  These additions and fill-ins must be more advanced than in Division IV.  (See examples listed under Division IV, Step 1.)

2. Sight-read a hymn or an anthem to be selected by the judges.

3. Play an arrangement+ of a hymn suitable for Prelude or Offertory.++

  4.
Modulation-Transposition:  The judges will select one hymn from the two listed below and will have the participant play the selected hymn as written in hymnal.  Participant will play a modulation to the new key and then play the same hymn in the new key, maintaining the four-part vocal harmony.  (For reference see the supplement to the ’91 Baptist Hymnal.)  
MODULATION AND TRANSPOSITION WILL NOT BE WRITTEN.

HYMNS FOR MODULATION-TRANSPOSITION

HYMNTUNE



HYMN

ORIGINAL KEY


NUMBER ’91 ED./’08 ED.


1.  
LAFFERTY




Seek Ye First


Eb Major


Number 478/524


               

  

      
Play transposition up a half step

     
2.   ALLELUIA




Alleluia

 
G Major


Number 223/276



   
            Play transposition down a half step

A Proficiency Seal will be affixed to the certificate for a Superior rating in No. 2 and No. 4.  Participants seeking these seals will be graded on a 1-6 scale rating in each of the particular categories of their choosing.  Participant will be heard by two judges and must earn a total of 10 points from the judges to merit a Superior in any category.  A participant may seek any number or all of these seals.

A student may enter this division as follows:



First year:  
Division V, Step Nos. 1 & 3



Second year:
Division V, Step Nos. 1, 2 & 3



Third year:
Division V, Step Nos. 1, 2, 3 & 4

NOTE:
A student may complete Division V (Steps 1, 2, 3 & 4) the first or second year.

NOTE:
The judge may request that the participant begin playing a second verse on Step 1.

NOTE:
A student MUST ATTAIN a Superior rating on all 4 steps to complete this division BEFORE entering Division VI.

  +, ++ (See suggestions on page 3)
Guidelines for Piano—Division VI

NOTE:  This division is ONLY for high school students who have successfully completed all of the steps in Division IV and V and wish to play in the area festival to qualify for the State Piano Festival.

DIVISION VI

1.
The participant selects one hymn from the two listed below and will play one stanza of a hymn for congregational singing, following a director, and using an appropriate introduction and additions.  Participant will begin in the original key, play a modulation to a new key, clearly establishing the new key, and play a second stanza in the new key.

MODULATION WILL BE FROM MEMORY.

HYMNS FOR MODULATION-TRANSPOSITION


HYMNTUNE



HYMN


ORIGINAL KEY


NUMBER ’91 ED./’08 ED.




1.
NEAR THE CROSS


Jesus, Keep Me Near


F Major


Number 280/233


           the Cross


Play transposition up a whole step.


2.
KENOSIS



I Gave My Life for Thee

Bb Major



Number 606/174



in Jesus


     

           



Play transposition down a whole step.

2. Sight read an anthem from a LifeWay publication, such as Glory Songs.  Anthem will be          selected by the judges.

  3.  Play an original arrangement of a hymn by expanding and altering the melody and/or

       harmonies.

  4.
 Play an arrangement of a hymn for Prelude or Offertory.  Hymn arrangement MUST BE from

       a published keyboard collection.

A Proficiency Seal will be affixed to the certificate for a Superior rating in No. 1 and No. 2 above.  Participants seeking these seals will be graded on a 1-6 scale rating.  He will be heard by two judges and must earn a total of 10 points from the judges to merit a Superior.  A participant may seek one or both of these seals.


NOTE:  Participant is requested to do only step One and then to choose one step from steps 2, 3 or 4.                     


NOTE:  Hymn arrangements will be FROM MEMORY.     

Guidelines for Organ

Participants may play from Baptist Hymnal editions.

The organ edition of Baptist Hymnal (2008, 1991 or 1975) is suggested as a resource for participants.  The 2008 Edition may be purchased from a LifeWay Christian Store.

DIVISION I, BASIC


1.
The participant will play a selected hymn from the hymnal WITH an appropriate introduction, playing soprano, alto, and tenor on a manual or manuals and the bass line on pedals, following a director.

2.
Play an arrangement of a hymn suitable for a Prelude, Offertory, or Postlude.  Hymn arrangement MUST BE from a published keyboard collection.

DIVISION II, ADVANCED

1. The participant will play a selected hymn from the hymnal WITH an appropriate introduction, playing soprano, alto, and tenor on a manual or manuals and the bass line on pedals, following a director
Participant will then play a second stanza of the same hymn; it must be a  published or Free Accompaniment.  A good resource is the Organ Supplement of the '91 Baptist Hymnal.
2.
Sight-read a hymn to be selected by the judges.

3.
Play an arrangement of a hymn suitable for a Prelude, Offertory, or Postlude.  Hymn arrangement MUST BE from a published keyboard collection.

4.
Modulation-Transposition:  The participant will play the soprano, alto, and tenor on a manual or manuals and the bass line on pedals.  

Please refer to Step 4 in Division V, Piano, and follow the requirements for Modulation-Transposition listed on page 6.
Explanation of Points on Piano/Organ

Adjudication Sheet

ACCURACY:  NOTES

   Correct notes—as written

ACCURACY:  RHYTHM

   Time values—as written

   Steady beat

INTERPRETATION
   Tempo—appropriate for hymn text

   Dynamics

   Phrasing

   Accompanying Congregational Singing

                                 (where applicable)

      ---Appropriate Introduction

---Tempo (appropriate to character of 

hymn)

      ---Skill at following music director

      ---Dynamic level

TONE

   Evenness and fullness

   Appropriate for accompanying singing

   A strong, supportive tone

TECHNIQUE
   Fluency

   Touch

   Hand Position

   Pedal

      ---Legato

      ---Clear

      ---Well-timed

POISE AND POSTURE
REGISTRATION (Organ Only)
   Appropriate to character of hymn 

        or hymn arrangement

MANUAL TECHNIQUE (Organ Only)
   Articulation:  clear enunciation in playing

         (attack and release)

   Feet (sliding, substitution)
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